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EYFS Curriculum Long Term Planning
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	EYFS
	Potley Hill Primary School
Curriculum and Topic Overview
	2025/2026



	
	Autumn 1
(7.5 weeks)
	Autumn 2
(7 weeks)
	Spring 1
(6 weeks)
	Spring 2
(5 weeks)
	Summer 1
(6 weeks)
	Summer 2
(7.5 weeks)

	Project Question
	1) What makes me, me?

2) Where does our food come from?

3) Why do the leaves fall off of the trees?
	1) What do we celebrate?

2) How can we remember?

3) Why is light important?

4) Why do we celebrate Christmas?
	1) Where in the world is it snowy?

2) Why is it cold outside?

3) How is Chinese New Year celebrated?

3) Why is love important?
	1) Is the Big Bad Wolf ALWAYS bad?

2) What is the best pancake topping?

3) What is the best material to build a house out of?

4) Why do we have Easter?
	1) Why is Spring a good time for new life?

2) What things change over time?

3) Would you like to meet a Dinosaur?

	1) How could we grow a beanstalk as big as Jack’s?

2) What can we do now it is summer?

3) How can we manage our feelings?

	Books / other texts
	Incredible You
What makes me a me?
Funnybones
Hello Autumn
The leaf thief
The Little Red Hen

A range of non-fiction books based on our bodies and diversity within families.

Begin to read and learn a range of simple poetry – learn a poem a week from the poetry basket. (to buy?)
	Sparks in the Sky and The Gunpowder Plot
Where the Poppies now grow
Little Glow
The Best Diwali Ever!
The Gingerbread Man
Jesus’ Christmas Party

A range of non-fiction books based on Bonfire night, Remembrance day, Diwali and Christmas

Poetry Basket (to buy?)
	Hello Winter
The Little White Owl
The Great Explorer
Lost and Found
Poles Apart
The Emperor’s Egg
I Love Chinese New Year
The Great Race

Guess how much I love you
Love you Forever

A range of non-fiction books based on the Arctic and Antarctic followed by Chinese New Year.

Poetry Basket (to buy?)
	The 3 Little Pigs
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes
The 3 Wolves and The Big Bad Pig
Little Red Riding Hood
There is no Big Bad Wolf in this story

We’re going on an Egg Hunt
How to Catch the Easter Bunny

A range of non-fiction books based on wolves and celebrating Easter

Poetry Basket (to buy?)
	Hello Spring
Busy Spring:Nature Wakes Up

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
The Crunching Munching Caterpillar
Refer back to Love you Forever for human changes

If the Dinosaurs came back
Tom and the Island of Dinosaurs
How to wash a Woolly Mammoth (instructions)

A range of non-fiction books based on Spring, lifecycles and dinosaurs.

Poetry Basket (to buy?)
	Jack and The Beanstalk
Jasper’s Beanstalk
A Seed in Need
Sam Plants a Sunflower

Hello Summer
What the Ladybird heard at the Seaside
At the Beach: Postcards from Crabby Spit (postcards)

The Colour Monster
Find Your Happy

A range of non-fiction books based on plants, seasonal change, summer, the world (geography), 

Poetry Basket (to buy?)



	Probing Questions including key vocab
	Who am I? 
Where do I come from?
What features do I have? What do I look like? How am I different? Who is in my family? 
What is my body like?  Can you name different parts of your body?  Which parts of your body can you move?  Which parts do you use for eating/tasting?  Which for seeing/hearing/touching?  What is inside our bodies?  How do we know our heart is beating?  What happens to our heartbeat when we move?
How does healthy eating and exercise influence our health? Why is it important to brush our teeth?

Would this season be suitable for flip flops? 
Where do you get food from? Where do the shops get it from? Is this where it grows?
	What is a celebration?  How do we celebrate?  Do you like celebrating?  What do you celebrate? Do you celebrate different things with your family and different things in school?  Do all people celebrate the same things?  Are celebrations always happy?  Why is it important to remember things?  What things do we need to remember?  What helps us remember?  What is Remembrance Day?  Why do we wear poppies? 
What is Diwali? What is Christmas? What is a religion? How is Hindu celebration of Diwali/Christmas different from celebrations we have in our families?
How are Hindu and Christian celebrations similar/different?
	How do people celebrate New Year? How do we know a new year has started?  How many months are there in a year?
Why is it colder outside?  What is different about Winter and Autumn? How many seasons are there? Do you prefer Autumn or Winter?  Does it snow here all the time?  Are some places colder than Yateley?  Where are the coldest places on Earth?  What can we use to look at different places in the world?  Would you like to visit the North or South Pole?  Why/Why not?  What animals live at the poles?  How can they live somewhere so cold?  What would you pack if you were an explorer?  Where are the hottest places on Earth?  Can you find the equator and the poles on the globe?
What is Chinese new year?  Why do people celebrate it?  How do they celebrate it?  Where is China?  Is it only celebrated in China?  What lunar year were you born in?


	What characters are in this story?  Which characters are good/bad?  How do you know?  Are some characters always bad?  Is anyone always bad?  Can bad characters become good?  Do we all make mistakes?  What happens if we make a mistake?

Do you like pancakes?  What ingredients do we need to make pancakes?  How do we follow a recipe?  What happens if we miss any steps out when we are following the instructions?  What toppings are good for pancakes?  Do they always need to be sweet or can they be savoury?  How can we find out which is the best topping for a pancake?

What are materials?  Are some materials better than others?  What materials are strong?  What materials are waterproof?  What materials can we find in our classroom/outside?  What materials do we use for building?  Why?

What is Easter? 
How and why do Christians celebrate Easter? Why is it important?
	What is Spring?  How do we know it is Spring?  Why are so many baby animals born in the spring?  Why do new leaves and flowers start to grow in the spring?  What is the weather like? What changes can you see?  Does spring change anything for us? 

How and why do things change?  Do we change straight away or does change take time?  Does it take a long time?  

Do animals change as they grow?  Do we change?
Human, frog and butterfly life cycles.

How has our world changed?  Were there always people in the past?  What was different when dinosaurs existed?  Why are dinosaurs not alive anymore.  Include learning vocab such as herbivore, carnivore, extinct.

Were things different when your parents/grandparents were children?  Were there always mobile phones/tablets? 


	How do plants grow?  What do they need to grow?  How does a plant change from a seed?  How long does it take for plant to grow?

What is the final season of our school year?  What is the weather like?  What changes can you see? What can we do in the summer?  Are you going anywhere in the summer holidays?  What do you like to do in the summer?  What would you pack to go on holiday?

What are our feelings?  What emotions do we experience?  Which emotions do we like/not like?  What might we look like when we are happy/sad/angry/ worried etc?  How can we help ourselves?  How can we help each other?  Why is it important to understand our emotions?

Do you like change?  Why/why not?  How is Year 1 different to reception? How is it the same?  Why do things change as we get older?  Is change exciting?  Is change scary?




	School Values

	Focus on learning our school rules:
Move Calmly
Listen Carefully
Speak Politely
Stay Safe
Be Honest
Act Kindly
	Begin to learn the vocabulary around our school Values: Respect, Resilience, Kindness, Responsibility, Teamwork, Creativity.  Use the language when modelling and praising the children.
	Focus values: Kindness and Respect
	Focus values: Teamwork and Responsibility
	Focus values: Resilience and Creativity 
	Recap the 6 school values and explore how we can link these to our Potley Hill vision:
Dream Big, Aim High and Make a Difference.  

	Themed days / Events / Visits / Visitors
	Starting School! – Home visits, lots of getting to know each other games, modelling in provision, RBA

Baby photo game – 2nd full week/Self portrait gallery

Making bread/fruit salad or kebab

Autumn Walk

Dental nurse visit – last week of half term (?)
	Campfire in Outdoor Learning

Walk to Poppy waterfall outside church?

Decorate for Diwali celebration

Buddy the elf (December)
Daily Advent (December)
Walk to post box to post letter to Santa/seasonal cards

Make Gingerbread men

Millers Ark Mobile Living Nativity(?)
	Winter Walk
Snow and Ice in tuff trays
Polar explorer role play

Chinese restaurant role play
Lunar New Year festival celebration with Chinese food and Dragon Dance.

Chinese New Year Dance workshop (?)

Make a Valentines card for someone you love.


	Designing and making pancakes with toppings/pancake race
Data collection on pancake toppings

A letter from The Big Bad Wolf (on-going correspondence) 
Design a build houses for the pigs to keep out the wolf.

Church trip to St Barnabas (Easter)
Make Easter bonnets?
Easter Egg hunt

(Frog spawn?)
	Spring time walk

Caterpillars/ducklings (or both!) in our classroom

Build a bug hotel

Trip to Wellington Country Park (?)




	[bookmark: _2yc5pyxso87x]Letter from Jack (on-going correspondence)

Grow our own beans and sunflowers

Trip to Gray’s Farm – PYO (?)

Postcard from the ladybird
Beach party at school (?)

Celebration with parents

	Religious / Cultural Festivals (some dates may change each calendar year)
Christianity
Judaism
Islam
Sikhism
Buddhism
Hinduism
	Harvest


	Halloween
Bonfire Night
Remembrance Day
Advent
Christmas
Hanukkah
Diwali
Diwali
	New Year
Chinese New Year - Buddhism
Valentines Day


	Polish Tlusty Czwartek
Lent
Palm Sunday
Easter - Good Friday, Easter Sunday
Holi

	May Day
Passover
Ramadan
Eid al-Fitr

	Eid al-Adha

	
Communication & Language
	Communication and Language is developed throughout each term through high
quality interactions, daily group discussions, circle times, stories and singing.

	
	-Talking about ourselves, families and homes, sports we like / have done. 
-Understanding instructions. 
-Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. 
-Expressing our feelings.

	-Using the word ‘because’ to extend sentences.
-Work with talk partners to ask questions and respond appropriately.
-Focus on pronunciation with specific children.
-Questioning
-Using talk in role-play
-Acting out stories in role play.
-Describing characters in texts.
	-Listen to others and articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.
-Ask questions to find out more and to check understanding.
-Engage in non-fiction books.
	-Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words.
-Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and incorporate storylines and narratives into play
	-Maintaining attention & concentrating on tasks of own choice;
-Using talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, particularly about growing and changing, predicting what will happen. 
-Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
-Ask questions to find out more and to check understanding.
	-Extending attention span
-Making play storylines and narratives more in depth; carrying on developing vocabulary and using  new vocabulary in different contexts.
-Follow instructions with several parts.

	
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
	                          This area of learning has been split for extra focus, but will be continuously developing throughout the reception year. 
 This area of learning is also developed through daily circle times reacting to current scenarios / behaviours, through our role-play areas and through adult interactions with children modelling kindness and behaviour strategies.

	
	-Learning names of peers and staff.
-Learning values and expectations of setting.
-Turn taking and resolving problems without aggression. - -Developing an understanding of sharing and turn taking.
-Using & looking after resources properly
-See themself as valuable individuals, taking time to get to know the child and their family. 
	-Extending friendships.
-Making relationships for learning.
-Thinking about right from wrong.
-Helping others.
-Taking responsibility for own belongings. 
-Consider the feelings of others.
	-Confident to speak to others; knowing opinions are listened to and valued
-Reflection - how would we improve next time?
	-Beginning to deal with conflicts appropriately and independently
-Reading and presenting stories to the whole class.
	-Negotiating / solving problems
-Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. 

-Healthy eating - hungry caterpillar

-Teeth experiment and how to look after our teeth.


	-Compromising fairly
-children work in teams - listen and take account of others views and opinions
-Reflect upon projects, how would we improve next time?
-Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenges.
-Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.
-Take time to talk about  transitions to Year 1.

	My Happy Mind
	
	Module 1 -Meet Your Brain
	Module 2 - Celebrate
	Module 3 - Appreciate
	Module 4 - Relate
	Module 5 - Engage

	
Physical Development


	This area of learning is also developed through PE and Music and movement activities such as Cosmic Yoga, dough disco and cross-lateral exercises.  Opportunities are also continuously planned in our continuous provision which includes the climbing frame and activity course, large tyres and construction, bikes and scooters, Our Funky Fingers station and activities including  playdough table and tools, scissors, tweezers, painting and mark-making equipment both indoors and outdoors.

	
	PE -  First PE
-Developing balance and coordination in the outdoor area, refining the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired:climbing, skipping etc

Developing fine motor control
-Mark-making and basic handwriting shapes
- Starting to write their name 
- Snipping, tracing and copying straight and curved lines.
-developing core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.

-Independence in dressing, eating and self-care.
-Beginning to discuss healthy food.
	PE - Multi Skills
-Experiment with different ways of balancing
-Experiment with different ways of moving (agility)
- Experiment with different ways of throwing a moving a ball with different body parts (coordination)
-Working with friends in a team – taking turns

Fine motor 
-Using a pencil more effectively to form recognisable letters
-Threading and weaving.
-Scissor skills & safety
-Handling objects with more control




	PE - Ball Skills
-Moving balls in a range of ways.
-Throwing with accuracy
-Travelling confidently in a range of ways.
-Kicking a ball with accuracy.

Fine Motor
-Forming letters of the alphabet with correct formation.
-Developing consistent use of a tripod grip.

-Being a safe pedestrian 
-Develop small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently - 

	PE - Gymnastics 
-Can experiment with different space shapes
- Experiment with different jumps
-Experiment with different ways of rolling in small shape (moon roll) -Experiment with a rocket roll
-Moving along the floor in different ways like sliding, rolling, stretching etc
-Show a start shape, rocket roll and finishing shape (beginning of a sequence)

Fine Motor
-continue developing letter formation - moving towards more pencil / pen based writing (correct pencil grip essential)
	PE - Tennis
-Throw and catch to self with a soft ball and attempt to bounce catch to self
- Balance an object e.g. beanbag on racket
- Hand eye coordination passing ball to a partner
-Move on the floor ball with hand in a variety of ways
- Push the ball with throw down strips to develop hand eye coordination


Fine Motor
-Forms all letters of the alphabet with correct formation. 
-Practising appropriate safety measures - during stories & role-play, choosing  & making props carefully
	PE - Athletics
(Sports Day prep)
-Marching/running for coordination
-Experiment with different ways of throwing under/overarm
- Experiment with different ways of jumping- measuring with various objects
- Working with friends in a team – taking turns


Fine Motor
-Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient


	
Literacy

	This area of learning is also promoted by a book corner in class and outside, rhyme times, daily story reading, weekly library visits to choose a book to take home, ‘Stories to Share’ going home alongside matched decodable books, 3x group reading sessions weekly, daily writing sessions, easels and mark-making equipment and writing stimulus as part of our continuous provision.

	
	-Begin teaching phase 2 immediately, following Little Wandle. 
-Focus on letter formation, using print in the environment. (handwriting separate from Phonics)
-Begin looking at CVC words.
-Start reading Phase 2 Tricky and HFWs.
-Writing about ourselves, what we enjoy, our families.
-Reading & joining in with stories & rhymes.
- Begin Drawing Club.

	-Focus on blending and segmenting.
-Independently reading vc/ cvc words- using phase 2 sounds.
-Looking at and modelling sentence structure.
-Recognising familiar words and signs
-Drawing Club



	-Begin teaching Phase 3 sounds, following Little Wandle.
-Focus on blending and segmenting.
-Independently writing / reading cvc words.
-Writing sentences - “I will go, I can see…”
-Begin reading phase 3 Tricky and HFWs.
- Labels for designs and models.
-Retrieving information from books and computers.
-Reading words of more than one syllable.
-Writing facts about Lunar New Year and The Arctic/Antarctic.
-Drawing Club

	-Reading longer words- with two digraphs, compound words, words ending in –ing with s in the middle /z/, ending –s, –es at end /z/ 
-Experiencing a range of stories
-Working on simple sentence structure.
- To recall and retell real life events.
-To give and follow simple instructions. 
- Writing a simple recount of events. – pancake/Easter fun
-Drawing Club



	· Begin teaching Phase 4 , following Little Wandle.
-Shirley Hughes - Out and About Spring poem
-Non-fiction books about growing / changes / weather & seasons 
-Gaining independence with using phonics to type.
-Writing captions and predictions about what is happening.
-Using writing in experiments / investigations.
-Writing our own versions of The Hungry Caterpillar.
-Writing in our Caterpillar/Bean Diaries
-Move onto text based literacy lessons with a focus on sentence writing using dictation.

	-Reading & understanding descriptions.
-Writing own stories using features of narrative.
-Extending stories into other areas - Planning and designing and making props to go with written story.
-Using descriptive words in your writing.
Using non-fiction books to retrieve information about dinosaurs.
-To write sentences to inform (dinosaurs)
-Beginning to use punctuation correctly.
-Writing Postcards. 
-What would you take on holiday?
-Continue text based literacy lessons with a focus on sentence writing using dictation.



	
Mathematics
 
	This area of learning is also developed through having a range of physical maths resources available to children during continuous provision, modelling resources, the water tray, the sand pit and a maths table with resources linked to the number of the week.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Understanding the World 



	This area of learning is also developed through our continuous provision in both our inside and outdoor area, particularly the mud kitchen, outdoor learning and investigation both in the garden area outdoors and in our UTW station.

	
	Cultural awareness
 - What nationalities do we have in our class? -What makes us the same / different? 
-Who lives in our house?
-Talk about diversity. 
-Family Photos.
-Name and describe people who are familiar to them.
-The importance of looking after our teeth.


· -Engineering using outside resources.

The Natural World
· -Seasonal Changes 
 

Local park walk  finding Autumnal objects.

	Observing changes in the world around us.
· Floating and sinking
· Ice experiments
· Clean hands/dirty hands

-Exploring events from the past and how we remember them

-cooking at the fire pit during outdoor learning.

-Celebrations in our homes - Bonfire Night, Halloween, Christmas, Diwali, Hanukkah

Using tablets to take photos.

The Natural World
-Light and Dark


	



	Observing changes in the world around us 
-Seasonal change
-Ice experiments

Finding out about different places in the world and contrasting environments and using globes and world maps

Looking at animals that live in different habitats

Chinese New Year 
- cultural similarities / differences
-Compare with English New Year.
-Cooking/planning a banquet of Chinese food for Lunar New Year


	
Using picture maps linked to stories in literacy.  Children creating own maps

Materials and Physical Processes (forces)

-The importance of looking after our teeth.

	The Natural World
-Living things and their habitats
-Caterpillars into butterflies
-Planting / growing fruits & vegetables
-Similarities, differences, patterns and change  
Human activity influencing the environment 
- planting / cutting crops, rainforests etc.

Celebrating new life
 - what do different cultures do?
-Human life cycle
	Similarities, differences, patterns and change  


	
Expressive Arts and Design (including Music)


	This area is also developed through sessions where we link Music with movement and continuous provision which includes a range of freely-available creative resources and tools, role-play areas and resources, small-world modelling and large modelling, both indoors and outdoors.
Throughout the year we will explore colour, digital skills, texture, printing, form and pattern through our art sessions.

	
	Begin to use a variety of drawing tools.
-Drawing Self-portraits
-Using colours for a purpose and experimenting with different colours.
-Using Autumnal materials to create art work.
-Role play - how can we use our ideas to work as a team?
-Making images / props to go with their stories
-Making up stories about their experiences

Music
-Listen with increased attention to sounds. 
-Learn a range of rhymes, poems and songs. 
-Through  music and movement sessions the children will learn to move with ease and fluency
	-Combining media
-Extending roleplay.
-Introducing writing and prop making into role play.
-Imitates movement in response to music



Music
-Listen carefully to and learn rhymes, songs, poems. 

-Sing songs in groups.
-Perform a Christmas nativity. 
-Through music and movement serssions they will improve their coordination and focusing skills. 
	 -Encourage accurate drawings including drawings of people.
-Designing models
-Model making - looking at floating and sinking – boats for explorers
-Large scale model making in building.
-Selecting tools and adapting work where necessary - Chinese New Year decorations.

Music
-Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know.
-Combine different movements whilst singing.
-Learn the names of percussion instruments and play them with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
	-Making and testing ramps – texture ( link to materials)
Children talk about the ideas and processes which have led them to make music, designs, images or products.



Music
-Learn a repertoire of songs in  a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.  -Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 
	Peer assess others’ creative work, what do we like? How can we use it in our own work?

Observational Drawings


Music
-Learn to express ideas and feelings through music and dance. 
-Respond to what has been heard, expressing thoughts and feelings. 
-Learn to sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs
	Extending stories into other areas - planning and designing and making props to go with other written story.

Constructing with a purpose in mind.

Music
-Children will learn to create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know.
-Create and compose collaboratively, returning 
to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.
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